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Educating students is a team effort. Parents and guardians, students, 
and schools benefit when the responsibility for learning is shared by 
the stakeholders. To fully participate as a part of this team, parents and 
guardians need to know and understand the role the Standardized Testing 
and Reporting (STAR) Program plays in ensuring that all students achieve 
California’s content standards. 

The purpose of Explaining 2008 STAR Program Student Reports to Parents 
and Guardians: Resources for Use by School District and School Staff is to 
provide material for use by school district and school administrators as they 
work with staff and parent leaders to prepare special mailings and other 
notifications about STAR Program test results to parents and guardians.

Included in this packet are an overview of key components of the STAR 
Program, a chart showing the STAR Student Reports that parents and 
guardians may receive, sample letters for parents or guardians, and sample 
STAR Student Reports and guides. The appendix provides a listing of 
resources that are available on the Internet. This packet is designed for use 
with Interpreting 2008 STAR Program Test Results: Information for School 
District and School Staff. This companion document provides information 
about results of the STAR Program tests to help local administrators work 
with teachers and support staff to prepare them for their roles as key 
communicators. Both packets are posted on the STAR Program Resources 
Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp.

2008 STAR Program

Purpose of This Packet
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2008 STAR Program

Overview of Key Program Components

The Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program is designed 
primarily to help measure how well students are achieving the California 
content standards and to provide information about how well schools and 
school districts are meeting state and federal accountability requirements. 
All students in grades two through eleven should participate in the STAR 
Program each spring, including students with disabilities and students who 
are English learners.

The STAR Program for 2008 has six components:

n The California Standards Tests (CSTs) measure students’ 
achievement of California content standards in English–language 
arts, mathematics, science, and history–social science. These tests 
are for students in grades two through eleven.

n The California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition (CAT/6 Survey) 
measure students’ achievement of general academic knowledge 
in core subjects. These norm-referenced tests provide national 
comparisons for students in grades three and seven only.

n The California	Modified	Assessment	(CMA) measures students’ 
achievement of California content standards in English–language 
arts, mathematics, and, in grade five, science. This assessment is for 
students with disabilities who meet CMA eligibility criteria approved 
by the State Board of Education. These tests are for grades three 
through five in 2008. 

n The California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) 
measures students’ achievement of California content standards in 
English–language arts, mathematics, and science. This alternate 
assessment is for students in grades two through eleven who have 
significant cognitive disabilities and cannot take the CSTs, even with 
accommodations or modifications.
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n The Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS) measure students’ 
achievement of California content standards in reading/language 
arts and mathematics in Spanish. This assessment is for Spanish-
speaking English learners in grades two through seven in 2008.

n The Aprenda:	La	prueba	de	logros	en	español,	Tercera	edición	
(Aprenda 3) measures students’ achievement of general academic 
knowledge in Spanish. This norm-referenced test is for Spanish-
speaking English learners in grades eight through eleven in 2008.

Individual student results for all components of the STAR Program will arrive 
in most school districts by August. Within 20 business days after the student 
reports are received in each school district, they must be distributed to 
parents and guardians. A chart showing the 2008 student reports of STAR 
Program test results, which parents and guardians receive, is provided on 
page 8.

Group results for schools, school districts, counties, and the state are posted 
in August on the STAR Results Web page at http://star.cde.ca.gov. For 
student privacy, individual student’s results and results for groups or schools 
with ten or fewer scores are not posted.
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2008 STAR Program

Understanding Which Student Report(s) 
Parents and Guardians Receive

The chart on the next page shows five different Standardized Testing and 
Reporting (STAR) Program student reports (grades two through eleven), 
which are provided for parents and guardians in accordance with the 
following guidelines:  

n Report 1: California Standards Tests (CSTs)  
 This report provides results for students who took the CSTs; the 

California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition Survey (CAT/6 Survey); 
and the Early Assessment Program (EAP). This includes students 
with disabilities and students who are English learners.

n Report	2:	California	Modified	Assessment	(CMA) 
 This report provides CMA results for students with disabilities who 

met the eligibility criteria approved by the State Board of Education.

n Report 3: California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA)
 This report provides CAPA results for students with significant 

cognitive disabilities who could not take the CSTs, even with 
accommodations or modifications.

n Report 4: Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS) or Report 
5:	Aprenda:	La	prueba	de	logros	en	español,	Tercera	edición	
(Aprenda 3)

 These reports provide results for Spanish-speaking English learners 
who took a designated primary language test in addition to the STAR 
Program tests given in English. The designated primary language 
tests include the STS and the Aprenda 3. Report 4 or Report 5 
may be provided in addition to Report 1, which is the STAR Student 
Report for the CSTs, or Report 2, which is the STAR Student Report 
for the CMA.
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2008 STAR Program

Sample	Letter	for	 
Parents or Guardians 
California Standards Tests — Grades Two Through Eight 

Dear Parent or Guardian:

Enclosed is the STAR Student Report that provides your child’s 2008 
test results for the California Standards Tests (CSTs). These tests are an 
important part of the California Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) 
Program. The purpose of the CSTs is to determine how well students are 
achieving California’s content standards.

The CSTs were given in the following grades and subjects:

n Grades two, three, four, six, and seven
• English–language arts
• Mathematics

n Grade five
• English–language arts
• Mathematics
• Science

n Grade eight
• English–language arts
• Mathematics
• Science
• History–social science

Students answered the multiple-choice questions on the CSTs by selecting 
one of four options as the correct answer. For the CST in English–language 
arts, students in grades four and seven also were required to write a 
response to a writing task. Scores on the multiple-choice questions and the 
writing task were combined to determine the overall score for the CST in 
English–language arts.

NOTE:  Before this letter is 
distributed, be sure to insert 
the information required 
in	the	final	paragraph	
(as indicated in the bold 
brackets).
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ly An additional component of the STAR Program, the California Achievement 
Tests, Sixth Edition Survey (CAT/6 Survey), was given to students in grades 
three and seven. The CAT/6 Survey series assess students in reading, 
language, spelling, and mathematics. Results of the CAT/6 Survey also 
are included in the STAR Student Report for the CSTs for grades three and 
seven.

The STAR Student Report provides overall scale scores, performance 
levels, and content area results for each subject tested on a CST. Scale 
scores are based on the percentage of questions answered correctly and 
determine the student’s level of performance for each subject tested. There 
are five performance levels: advanced, proficient, basic, below basic, or far 
below basic. The state target is for all students to perform at the proficient or 
advanced level on the CSTs. If your child’s performance does not meet the 
state target in one or more subjects tested, you are encouraged to schedule 
a meeting with your child’s teacher(s) to discuss assistance the school can 
provide to help your child improve his or her academic progress. 

It is important to keep in mind that the STAR Student Report for the CSTs 
is only one source of information about the progress your child is making 
in school. Classroom work, grades, and other test results also should be 
reviewed for a more complete picture of your child’s academic progress.

If you have any questions, please contact the school at [insert contact 
information] or talk with your child’s teacher(s). You also are invited to 
attend a STAR Program information meeting being held [insert date] at 
[insert time] in [insert school location]. We look forward to talking with 
you about your child’s educational achievements.

Sincerely,
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2008 STAR Program

Sample	Letter	for	 
Parents or Guardians 
California Standards Tests — Grades Nine Through Eleven  

Dear Parent or Guardian:

Enclosed is the STAR Student Report that provides your child’s 2008 
test results for the California Standards Tests (CSTs). These tests are an 
important part of the California Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) 
Program. The purpose of the CSTs is to determine how well students are 
achieving California’s content standards.

The CSTs were given in the following grades and subjects:

n Grades nine, ten, and eleven
• English–language arts
• Mathematics
• Science 
• History–social science

Students answered the multiple-choice questions on the CSTs by selecting 
one of four options as the correct answer.  

The STAR Student Report provides overall scale scores, performance 
levels, and content area results for each subject tested by a CST. Scale 
scores are based on the percentage of questions answered correctly and 
determine the student’s level of performance for each subject tested. There 
are five performance levels: advanced, proficient, basic, below basic, or far 
below basic. The state target is for all students to perform at the proficient or 
advanced level on the CSTs. If your child’s performance does not meet the 
state target in one or more subjects tested, you are encouraged to schedule 
a meeting with your child’s teacher(s) or counselor to discuss assistance the 
school can provide to help your child improve his or her academic progress.

NOTE:  Before this letter is 
distributed, be sure to insert 
the information required 
in	the	final	paragraph	
(as indicated in the bold 
brackets).
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Most students in grade ten took two science tests this spring. The first 
science test covered selected content standards from middle school life 
sciences and high school biology. This test meets federal requirements for 
the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001. The second science test was for the 
science course in which students were enrolled. Results for both science 
tests are included in the STAR Student Report for the CSTs.

If your child is in grade eleven, he or she may have taken the English Early 
Assessment Program (EAP) test and/or the mathematics EAP test. These 
tests assess the readiness of eleventh graders to take entry-level courses at 
a California State University campus in these core subjects. The EAP results 
are intended to give students information about additional skills they may 
need to develop during their senior year of high school so that they will be 
ready to enroll in baccalaureate courses when they enter college. Results 
for students who take one or both of the EAP tests are provided on the back 
of the STAR Student Report for the CSTs.

It is important to keep in mind that the STAR Student Report for the CSTs 
is only one source of information about the progress your child is making 
in school. Classroom work, grades, and other test results also should be 
reviewed for a more complete picture of your child’s academic progress.

If you have any questions about your child’s report(s), please contact the 
school at [insert contact information] or talk with your child’s teacher(s) 
or counselor. You also are invited to attend a STAR Program information 
meeting being held [insert date] at [insert time] in [insert location]. We 
look forward to talking with you about your child’s educational achievements.

Sincerely,

G
ra
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ly
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2008 STAR Program

Sample	Letter	for	 
Parents or Guardians 
California	Modified	Assessment	—	Grades	Three	Through	Five 

Dear Parent or Guardian:

Enclosed is the STAR Student Report that provides your child’s 2008 
test results for the California Modified Assessment (CMA). This test is an 
important part of the California Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) 
Program. 

The purpose of the CMA is to determine how well students are achieving 
California’s content standards in English–language arts, mathematics, and 
science. It is for students with an individualized education program (IEP) who 
meet eligibility criteria adopted by the State Board of Education.

The CMA was given in the following grades and subjects:

n Grades three and four
• English–language arts
• Mathematics

n Grade five
• English–language arts
• Mathematics
• Science

Students answered the multiple-choice questions on the CMA by selecting 
one of three options as the correct answer. The STAR Student Report for the 
CMA provides a percent correct score for each subject tested.

Your child also may have participated in the STAR Program by taking the 
California Standards Tests (CSTs) in one or more subjects. Students in grade 
three who took the CMA also took the California Achievement Tests, Sixth 
Edition Survey (CAT/6 Survey). Results of the CMA and CSTs are reported on 
separate STAR Student Reports, which may arrive separately. Results of the 
CAT/6 Survey may be included in the CST report and/or the CMA report. 

NOTE:  This letter is to be 
used if only the CMA is being 
sent out. Before this letter is 
distributed, be sure to insert 
the information required 
in	the	final	paragraph	
(as indicated in the bold 
brackets).
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It is important to keep in mind that the STAR Student Report for the CMA 
is only one source of information about the progress your child is making 
in school. Classroom work, grades, and other test results also should be 
reviewed for a more complete picture of your child’s academic progress.

If you have any questions about the CMA, the CSTs, or your child’s 
report(s), please contact the school at [insert contact information] or talk 
with your child’s teacher(s). You also are invited to attend a STAR Program 
information meeting being held [insert date] at [insert time] in [insert 
location]. We look forward to talking with you about your child’s educational 
achievements.

Sincerely,
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2008 STAR Program

Sample	Letter	for	 
Parents or Guardians 
California	Modified	Assessment	and	California	Standards	Tests	—	Grades	Three	Through	Five 

Dear Parent or Guardian:

Enclosed are the STAR Student Reports that provide your child’s 2008 test 
results for the California Modified Assessment (CMA) and the California 
Standards Tests (CSTs). These tests are an important part of the California 
Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program. 

The purpose of these tests is to determine how well students are achieving 
California’s content standards in English–language arts, mathematics, and 
science. The CMA is for students with an individualized education program 
(IEP) who meet eligibility criteria adopted by the State Board of Education. 

The CST or CMA was given in the following grades and subjects:

n Grades three and four
• English–language arts
• Mathematics

n Grade five
• English–language arts
• Mathematics
• Science

Students answered the multiple-choice questions on the CMA by selecting 
one of three options as the correct answer. The STAR Student Report for the 
CMA provides a percent correct score for each subject tested. 

Students answered the multiple-choice questions on the CST by selecting 
one of four options as the correct answer. The STAR Student Report for the 
CSTs provides overall scale scores, performance levels, and content area 
results for each subject tested on a CST. For the CST in English–language 
arts, students in grade four were required to write a response to a writing 
task. Scores on the multiple-choice questions and the writing task were 

NOTE:  This letter is to be 
used if CMA and CST reports 
are to be sent together.
Before this letter is 
distributed, be sure to insert 
the information required 
in	the	final	paragraph	
(as indicated in the bold 
brackets).
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combined to determine the overall score for the CST in English–language 
arts. In 2008, students who took the CMA in English–language arts did not 
take a writing test.

Students in grade three also took the California Achievement Tests, Sixth 
Edition Survey (CAT/6 Survey). Results of the CAT/6 Survey may be 
included in CST report and/or the CMA report. 

It is important to keep in mind that the STAR Student Reports for the CMA 
and for the CSTs are only one source of information about the progress your 
child is making in school. Classroom work, grades, teacher evaluations, and 
other test results also should be reviewed for a more complete picture of 
your child’s academic progress.

If you have any questions about the CMA, the CSTs, or your child’s reports, 
please contact the school at [insert contact information] or talk with 
your child’s teacher(s). You also are invited to attend a STAR Program 
information meeting being held [insert date] at [insert time] in [insert 
school location]. We look forward to talking with you about your child’s 
educational achievements.

Sincerely,
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2008 STAR Program

Sample	Letter	for	 
Parents or Guardians 
California Alternate Performance Assessment — Grades Two Through Eleven

Dear Parent or Guardian:

Enclosed is the STAR Student Report that provides your child’s 2008 test 
results for the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA). This 
test is an important part of the California Standardized Testing and Reporting 
(STAR) Program.  

The purpose of this test is to measure your child’s understanding of a 
selected set of California’s content standards for English–language arts, 
mathematics, and science. (Testing in science occurs in grades five, eight, 
and ten.)

The CAPA levels are connected to specific grade levels as follows:
n Level I —  Grades two through eleven (for the most significantly 

cognitively disabled students) 
n Level II — Grades two and three
n Level III — Grades four and five
n Level IV — Grades six through eight
n Level V  — Grades nine through eleven

The STAR Student Report for the CAPA shows the student’s CAPA scale 
scores and performance levels for English–language arts and mathematics. 
Scale scores are based on the percentage of questions answered correctly 
and determine the student’s level of performance for the subjects tested. 
A performance level of proficient or advanced indicates that the student 
is meeting or exceeding the state’s target for students taking the CAPA. 
Performance levels of basic, below basic, and far below basic indicate areas 
that need improvement. The 2008 CAPA results for science show a percent 
correct score.

It is important to keep in mind that the STAR Student Report for the CAPA 
is only one source of information about the progress your child is making in 
school. Classroom work, grades, and teacher evaluations also should be 
reviewed for a more complete picture of your child’s academic progress.

NOTE:  Before this letter is 
distributed, be sure to insert 
the information required 
in	the	final	paragraph	
(as indicated in the bold 
brackets).
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If you have any questions about the CAPA or your child’s report(s), please 
contact the school at [insert contact information] or talk with your child’s 
teacher(s). You also are invited to attend a STAR Program information 
meeting being held [insert date] at [insert time] in [insert location]. We 
look forward to talking with you about your child’s educational achievements.

Sincerely,
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2008 STAR Program

Sample	Letter	for	 
Parents or Guardians 
Standards-based Tests in Spanish — Grades Two Through Seven

Dear Parent or Guardian:

Enclosed is the STAR Student Report that provides your child’s 2008 test 
results for the Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS). This test is an 
important part of the California Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) 
Program. The purpose of the STS is to measure your child’s understanding 
of California’s content standards for reading/language arts and mathematics 
when tested in his or her home language of Spanish.

The following subjects were tested by the STS in grades two through seven:
n Reading/language arts
n Mathematics

The enclosed STAR Student Report for the STS (Reporte individual de los 
resultados de STAR) provides the test results in Spanish.

Your child also may have participated in the STAR Program by taking the 
California Standards Tests (CSTs) in one or more subjects. If your child was 
in grade three, four, or five, he or she also may have taken the California 
Modified Assessment (CMA). Additionally, if your child was in grade three or 
seven, he or she also took the California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition 
Survey (CAT 6/Survey). All of these tests are given in English. The results 
for these tests are reported in the STAR Student Report for the CSTs or the 
CMA that may be sent home separately.

It is important to keep in mind that the STAR Student Report for the STS is 
only one source of information about the progress your child is making in 
school. Classroom work, grades, other test results, and teacher evaluation 
also should be reviewed for a more complete picture of your child’s 
academic progress.

If you have questions about the STS or your child’s report(s), please 
contact the school at [insert contact information] or talk with you child’s 
teacher(s). You also are invited to attend a STAR Program information 
meeting being held [insert date] at [insert time] in [insert location]. We 
look forward to talking with you about your child’s educational achievements.

Sincerely,

NOTE:  Before this letter is 
distributed, be sure to insert 
the information required 
in	the	final	paragraph	
(as indicated in the bold 
brackets).
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2008 STAR Program

Sample	Letter	for	 
Parents or Guardians 
Aprenda:	La	prueba	de	logros	en	español,	Tercera	edición	—	 
Grades Eight Through Eleven

Dear Parent or Guardian:

Enclosed is the STAR Student Report that provides your child’s 2008 test 
results for the Aprenda: La prueba de logros en español, Tercera edición 
(Aprenda 3). This test is an important part of the California Standardized 
Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program. The purpose of the Aprenda 3 is to 
measure your child’s general academic knowledge when tested in his or her 
home language of Spanish.

The following subjects were tested by the Aprenda 3 in grades eight through 
eleven:
n Reading
n Mathematics
n Language
n Spelling (grade eight only)

The enclosed Aprenda 3 Student Report (Informe del Estudiante) provides the 
test results in Spanish.

Your child also participated in the STAR Program by taking the California 
Standards Tests (CSTs), given in English. The results for these tests are 
reported in the STAR Student Report for the CSTs that may be sent home 
separately.

It is important to keep in mind that the Aprenda 3 Student Report is only 
one source of information about the progress your child is making in school. 
Classroom work, grades, other test results, and teacher evaluation also should 
be reviewed for a more complete picture of your child’s academic progress.

If you have questions about the Aprenda 3 or your child’s report(s), please 
contact the school at [insert contact information] or talk with you child’s 
teacher(s) or counselor.  You also are invited to attend a STAR Program 
information meeting being held [insert date] at [insert time] in [insert 
location]. We look forward to talking with you about your child’s educational 
achievements.

Sincerely,

NOTE:  Before this letter is 
distributed, be sure to insert 
the information required 
in	the	final	paragraph	
(as indicated in the bold 
brackets).
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Sample student reports and interpretive guides  
for the 2008 STAR Program include the following:

California Standards Tests (CSTs)
•	 Grade	Four	 •	 Grade	Eight
•	 Grade	Five	 •	 Grade	Ten
•	 Grade	Seven	 •	 Grade	Eleven

The Guide to Your STAR Student Report: CSTs
 

California	Modified	Assessment	(CMA)
•	 Grade	Three	 •	 Grade	Five

 The Guide to Your STAR Student Report: CMA

California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA)
	•	 Level	III

The Guide to Your STAR Student Report: CAPA

Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS)
•	 Grade	Four	Spanish	Version
•	 Grade	Seven	Spanish	Version

The Guide to Your STAR Student Report: STS
•	 English	Version
•	 Spanish	Version

Aprenda:	La	prueba	de	logros	en	español,	Tercera	
edición	(Aprenda	3)

•		 Grade	Ten	English	Version
•		 Grade	Nine	Spanish	Version

The Guide to Your STAR Student Report: Aprenda 3
•	 English	Version
•	 Spanish	Version

Note: Interpretive	guides	for	the	STAR	
Student Reports for the CSTs, the CMA, 
and the CAPA are available in several 
languages for parents and guardians. The 
guides can be found on the Educational 
Testing Service STAR Web site at  
http://www.startest.org (Outside Source).

Sample STAR Student Reports 
with Parent/Guardian Guides
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Sample	STAR	Student	Report	for	the	CSTs	(Grade	Four—Front)
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Sample	STAR	Student	Report	for	the	CSTs	(Grade	Four—Back)



S t a n d a r d i z e d  t e S t i n g  a n d  r e p o r t i n g  ( S t a r )  p r o g r a m

June 2008 • California Department of Education Student Reports: Explaining 2008 STAR Program Student Reports to Parents and Guardians 
Resources for Use by School District and School Staff

24

Sample	STAR	Student	Report	for	the	CSTs	(Grade	Five—Front)
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Sample	STAR	Student	Report	for	the	CSTs	(Grade	Five—Back)
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Sample	STAR	Student	Report	for	the	CSTs	(Grade	Seven—Front)
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Sample STAR Student Report for the CSTs (Grade Seven—Back)
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Sample	STAR	Student	Report	for	the	CSTs	(Grade	Eight—Front)
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Sample STAR Student Report for the CSTs (Grade Eight—Back)
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Sample	STAR	Student	Report	for	the	CSTs	(Grade	Ten—Front)
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Sample STAR Student Report for the CSTs (Grade Ten—Back)
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Sample	STAR	Student	Report	for	the	CSTs	(Grade	Eleven—Front)
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Sample STAR Student Report for the CSTs (Grade Eleven—Back)
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The	Guide	to	Your	STAR	Student	Report:	CSTs	(Front)
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The Guide to Your STAR Student Report: CSTs (Back)
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Sample	STAR	Student	Report	for	the	CMA	(Grade	Three—Front)
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Sample STAR Student Report for the CMA (Grade Three—Back)
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Sample	STAR	Student	Report	for	the	CMA	(Grade	Five—Front)
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Sample	STAR	Student	Report	for	the	CMA	(Grade	Five—Back)
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The	Guide	to	Your	STAR	Student	Report:	CMA	(Front)
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The Guide to Your STAR Student Report: CMA (Back)
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Sample	STAR	Student	Report	for	the	CAPA	–	Level	III	(Front)
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Sample	STAR	Student	Report	for	the	CAPA	–	Level	III	(Back)
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The	Guide	to	Your	STAR	Student	Report:	CAPA	(Front)
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The Guide to Your STAR Student Report: CAPA (Back)
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Sample	STAR	Student	Report	for	the	STS	–	Spanish	Version	
(Grade	Four—Front)
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Sample	STAR	Student	Report	for	the	STS	–	Spanish	Version	
(Grade	Four—Back)
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Sample	STAR	Student	Report	for	the	STS	–	Spanish	Version	
(Grade	Seven—Front)
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Sample	STAR	Student	Report	for	the	STS	–	Spanish	Version	
(Grade Seven—Back)
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The	Guide	to	Your	STAR	Student	Report:	STS	–	English	Version	(Front)
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The	Guide	to	Your	STAR	Student	Report:	STS	–	English	Version	(Back)
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The	Guide	to	Your	STAR	Student	Report:	STS	–	Spanish	Version	(Front)



S t a n d a r d i z e d  t e S t i n g  a n d  r e p o r t i n g  ( S t a r )  p r o g r a m

June 2008 • California Department of Education Student Reports: Explaining 2008 STAR Program Student Reports to Parents and Guardians 
Resources for Use by School District and School Staff

53

The	Guide	to	Your	STAR	Student	Report:	STS	–	Spanish	Version	(Back)
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Sample	STAR	Student	Report	for	the	Aprenda	3	–	English	Version	
(Grade Ten)
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Sample	STAR	Student	Report	for	the	Aprenda	3	–	Spanish	Version	
(Grade Nine)
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The	Guide	to	Your	STAR	Student	Report:	Aprenda:	La	prueba	de	
logros	en	español,	Tercera	edición	Student	Report	–	English	Version

The student report for the Aprenda: La prueba de logros en español, Tercera 
edición (Aprenda 3) provides your child’s test results for each subject tested. 
This guide can be used to help you better understand this report.

Subtests and Totals

The three subjects tested on the Aprenda 3 in grades eight through eleven 
are reading, mathematics, and language. In grade eight only, spelling also 
is tested. Reading and language include the subtests shown on this report. 
Descriptions of the content and skills for each subject and subtest are 
provided at the bottom of the Aprenda 3 Student Report.

Number Possible

This is the number of questions on each subject or subtest. (If subtests are 
reported, the number of questions for the subtests adds up to the number of 
questions for the entire subject test.)

Number Correct

This is the number of questions your child answered correctly for each 
subject or subtest.

Scaled Score

Scaled scores for any subject or subtest on the Aprenda 3 may range from 
350 to 850. The Aprenda 3 scaled scores are a single scale across all grade 
levels for each subject (entire test) or subtest. They can be used to compare 
your child’s achievement in each subject across years. It is important to note 
that the scaled scores for the Aprenda 3 were independently established for 
this test only. The scaled scores on this student report cannot be compared 
to the scale scores on the California Standards Tests (CSTs), which are 
reported on the STAR Student Report for the CSTs.
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Reference PR-S

Your child’s performance also is reported as a reference group percentile 
rank (PR) and stanine (S). The reference group PR compares your child’s 
results with a nationwide sample of scores of other Spanish-speaking 
students at the same grade level. The PR ranges from 1 to 99. A PR of 50 
means that a student scored as well as or better than 50 percent of the 
students in the nationwide sample. Stanines range from 1 to 9, in which 1 is 
low, 9 is high, and 4 to 6 are average. 

You can use stanines to compare your child’s performance on the different 
subject tests and subtests. For example, a stanine of 7 in reading and a 4 in 
spelling indicates stronger performance in reading.

Reference NCE

The Reference Normal-Curve Equivalent (NCE) is a score that ranges from 
1 to 99, with 50 as average. This score is used when scores are averaged 
for a group of students.

Reference Grade Percentile Bands

Bars are used to show the possible range of your child’s achievement. If 
your child took the test again, his or her score would most likely fall within 
the range of scores included in each bar. 

Additional	Information

In addition to descriptions of each subject or subtest, the lower portion 
of your child’s report contains general suggestions for helping your child 
improve his or her achievement in a particular subject. Ask your child’s 
teacher(s) for more specific suggestions to use in helping your child 
improve.

It is important to keep in mind that the Aprenda 3 Student Report is only 
one source of information about the progress your child is making in school. 
Classroom work, grades, and other test results also should be reviewed for 
a more complete picture of your child’s academic progress.
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La	guía	de	su	Informe	del	Estudiante	para	la	Aprenda,	La	prueba	de	
logros	en	español,	Tercera	edición	–	Spanish	Version

El Informe del Estudiante para la Aprenda: La prueba de logros en español, 
Tercera edición (Aprenda 3) provee los resultados de su hijo/a en esta 
prueba para el contenido evaluado. Esta guía le ayudara a mejor entender 
los resultados presentados en este informe.

Subpruebas y Totales

Las tres áreas de contenido evaluadas en la Aprenda 3 para estudiantes 
del octavo al onceavo grado son lectura, matemáticas, y lenguaje.  Para 
los estudiantes del octavo grado, también se les evalúa en ortografía.  Las 
áreas de lectura y lenguaje también incluyen las subpruebas (categorías) 
que se muestran en este informe.  Descripciones del contenido y las 
destrezas incluidas en cada área y subprueba están disponibles en la 
portada inferior del Informe del Estudiante para la Aprenda 3.

Número Posible

Este es el número total de preguntas para cada área de contenido o 
subprueba.  (Si hay subpruebas reportadas para una área de contenido, el 
número total de las preguntas de las subpruebas son igual al número de 
preguntas para esta área de contenido.)

Número Correcto

Este es el número de respuestas correctas que su hijo/a obtuvo para cada 
área de contenido o subprueba.

Puntuación	de	Escala

Las puntuaciones de escala para cada área de contenido o subprueba de la 
Aprenda 3 se basan en una escala que va de 350 a 850.  Las puntuaciones 
de escala de la Aprenda 3 para todos los grados en cada área de contenido 
o subprueba se basan en una sola escala.  Por eso, se pueden usar las 
puntuaciones de escala dentro de cada área de contenido o subprueba para 
comparar el rendimiento de su hijo/a a través de los años.  Es importante 
tomar en cuenta que las puntuaciones de escala de la Aprenda 3 fueron 
establecidas únicamente para esta prueba.  Estas puntuaciones de escala 
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no se pueden comparar con las puntuaciones o calificaciones de escala 
reportadas para las Pruebas de los estándares académicos de California 
(conocidas en ingles como las pruebas CST).  Las calificaciones de estas 
pruebas están reportadas en el Reporte individual de los resultados de 
STAR para las pruebas CST. 

PR-S de Referencia

El rendimiento de su hijo/a también se reporta como un rango de percentil 
de referencia (PR) y un stanine.  El PR de referencia compara el resultado 
de su hijo/a con los resultados de una muestra nacional de estudiantes 
hispanohablantes del mismo grado.  El PR va de 1 a 99.  Un PR de 50 
significa que el estudiante obtuvo una calificación igual o mejor a las 
calificaciones obtenidas por los estudiantes hispanohablantes en la muestra 
nacional.  Stanines van del 1 al 9, con 1 indicando un rendimiento bien 
bajo, 9 indicando un rendimiento bien alto, y 4 a 6 indicando un rendimiento 
promedio.  

Stanines se pueden usar para comparar el rendimiento de su hijo/a en 
diferentes áreas de contenido y subpruebas.  Por ejemplo, un stanine de 7 
en lectura comparado a un 4 en ortografía significa mejor rendimiento en 
lectura.

NCE de Referencia

El NCE de referencia es una calificación que va de 1 a 99, con un promedio 
de 50.  Esta es la calificación que se usa cuando se necesita calcular una 
calificación promedia para un grupo de estudiantes.

Bandas de los Percentil de Referencia del Grado

Se usan bandas para mostrar la posible variación en las calificaciones que 
muestran el rendimiento de su hijo/a.  Si su hijo/a volviera a tomar esta 
prueba, su calificación probablemente caería dentro de las calificaciones 
incluidas en cada banda.  

Información	Adicional	

Además de incluir descripciones de las áreas de contenido y subpruebas, 
la parte inferior de la portada del informe de su hijo/a incluye sugerencias 
generales para ayudar a su hijo/a mejorar su rendimiento en cada una 
de las áreas de contenido evaluadas.  Consulte con los maestro(s) de su 
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hijo/a para sugerencias más especificas que puede usar para ayudar con la 
mejora académica de su hijo/a.

Es importante tomar en cuenta que el Informe del Estudiante para la 
Aprenda 3 es solo una fuente de información acerca del progreso escolar 
de su hijo/a.  Los trabajos del salón de clase, las calificaciones escolares, 
y los resultados de otras pruebas también deben ser repasadas para darse 
una idea más completa sobre el progreso académico de su hijo/a. 
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Resources	Available	on	the	Internet

Academic	Performance	Index	(API)
 http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ap/index.asp

Adequately Yearly Progress (AYP)
 http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ay/index.asp

California Content Standards
 http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/

California	Reading	List 
 http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/readinglist.asp

California Standards Tests (CSTs)
 http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp

CST in Writing
 http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp

CST Released Test Questions 
 http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp

DataQuest Parents Reference Page
 http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/DQP.htm

Matrix 1. Matrix of Test Variations, Accommodations, and Modifications 
for Administration of California Statewide Assessments (October 2007) 
(for all statewide assessments except the CMA)
 http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/

Matrix 2. Matrix of Test Variations for Administration of California 
Statewide Assessments for English Learners (October 2007) (for all 
statewide assessments except the CMA)
 http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/
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Matrix of the California Modified Assessment Test Variations and 
Accommodations for the 2008 Administration
(Note: This document can be found in “Appropriate test variations and 
accommodations for the 2008 administration of the California Modified 
Assessment (CMA) based on the study of item format and delivery mode 
from the CMA.”)
 http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/cmastar.asp

Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program
 http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/

STAR California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) Blueprints
 http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/capablueprints.asp

STAR	California	Modified	Assessment	(CMA)	Blueprints
 http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/cmablueprints.asp

STAR CST Blueprints
 http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/blueprints.asp

STAR Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS) Blueprints
 http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/stsblueprints.asp

STAR 2008 Test Results
(Note: School, district, county and statewide summary results are available 
on this Web page.) 
 http://star.cde.ca.gov

Outside Sources
California State University (CSU) English Success 
 http://www.csuenglishsuccess.org (Outside Source)

CSU Math Success 
 http://www.csumathsuccess.org (Outside Source)

CTB/McGraw-Hill
 http://www.ctb.com (Outside Source)

Early Assessment Program
 http://www.calstate.edu/eap/ (Outside Source)


